Epiphany 3 
  The story of the wedding at Cana of Galilee has been read in Epiphany for a very long time. That's because the theme of Epiphany is the manifestation, or the showing off to the world, of Jesus Christ –  who he is, what he is about. The changing of water into wine was the first of Jesus' miracles, the first time he gave a real sign to his disciples of what he was to mean for us. 

St. John is the only gospel writer to relate this story. It is worth understanding that John's Gospel is quite different in character from the other three gospels. It's written in a very symbolic style, and it doesn't  follow the same order, or record the same stories, as the other gospels. Much more than the work of his three evangelical colleagues, St John’s Gospel is the result of a developed theological reflection some years after the death of Jesus. It's thought to have probably been written towards the end of the first century, perhaps in the 90s. 
The gospel contains a series of Signs, gradually revealing the glory of God through Jesus, and St John seems to be particularly interested in the significance  of the deeds of Jesus. The overarching purpose of the gospel is stated in what's  thought to have been it’s original conclusion, at the end of John 20: "Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of [his] disciples that are not  written in this book. But these are written that you may [come to] believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name."  The transformation of water into wine at Cana (John 2:1-11) is the first such sign and the one that paves the way for all the others.
Now, when it comes to theology, this story contains an embarrassment of riches. In John's Gospel, one of the things Jesus does is replace old religious conventions with the reality of his own presence. On this occasion, at Cana, the traditional rites of purification are superceded, and superceded in abundance, by who Jesus is and by what he does. The new wine of Jesus replaces the old water of now-redundant tradition. There is a new path for holiness. Also, there is a real sense of connection between this scene and the material in Isaiah that likens the return of the Messiah to a wedding, and the joy of God's people to the joy of a bride and bridegroom. This story is about the coming fulfillment of things long longed-for. And there is much, much more. 
But it's also a story, and a great one. Mary starts out as the real hero, telling Jesus do to something for these folks who are in really serious trouble. Jesus first reply  to Mary is that all of this is none of his business and that he has other plans about revealing himself. His time has not come. But Mary pretty much ignores that and assumes that Jesus is going to be a good boy and listen to his mother -and he does. 
I have read in one book on this miracle that apparently running out of wine at a wedding in Jesus time was not a minor social inconvenience. It was not like, "Well, the wine's gone, so we’ll have to switch to whiskey." No, this was a major breach of the demands of hospitality; it was a potential disgrace and it could be devastating for the couple. Everywhere they went they would have been known, ridiculed, and talked about as the couple for whom the wine ran out. The strain on their life together could very well have been enormous.
So, knowing what was at stake, Jesus had to decide what to do: whether to wait before making himself known, as he had planned, or to change his timetable and act right then, for that very pressing need. He acted, the wedding was saved, and the bride and groom were given a new chance – even though they had never realized what had happened.  
It must surely be significant that from one perspective Jesus' first manifestation of his glory, the first of his signs, was not directly for or about himself. He didn't throw a great big "Jesus of Nazareth Epiphany and First Miracle" party, and invite everyone in the neighborhood to come, and then amaze them a miracle. Instead, the first miracle and Sign of his identity and significance was drawn out of him, not by his own plans and schedule, but by the needs of those around him. What it means and what it is for Jesus to be the son of God is given expression as his response to the specific realities of human life and the needs of others. 
 I find this very significant. Jesus' own being, the Father's gift to him of who he was, was not something that Jesus held to for Jesus' own sake, for his own satisfaction, or his own fulfillment. Jesus revealed himself, indeed spent his life, for the sake of others. Who he was and what he had was was always and only for others, from the very beginning. 
And equally, what we have and are is not for us. Not really. All that we have, whatever sort of thing it might be, all that we have is gift. It is given us so that we might be givers, so that we might build up, so that we might help, so that we might be a part of something greater, so that we might serve our neighbors and build up the larger body. In one way or anther, that is the purpose of our lives, and everything in them. 
At the wedding in Cana of Galilee, Jesus chose to abandon his plans and his schedule, and to reach out. In doing that, he shows us what human life can be like. 
And, as St John notes, there was plenty of wine at the wedding. 
 
