Sermon for EASTER 5 - 2006 
St John 21 vv 1-14 
In these Sundays after Easter, we are looking at the appearances of Jesus to His disciples after the 
Resurrection. The Gospel story that we have just heard is only in St.John, so perhaps I should begin by 
reminding you that this was the last Gospel written, dated to about AD 90, and it seems to assume that the 
readers already knew the facts about Jesus' life. The author supplements the other accounts, and 
concentrates on interpreting and bringing out the meaning of what took place. 
There were seven disciples fishing on the Sea of Tiberias - Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathanial, James and 
John - Zebedees's sons - and two others. It might well be that this John was the writer of the Gospel .It is 
apposite that Tiberias was a spa town, famous for its hot baths, and that this Sea is, in fact, the Lake of 
Galilee - a freshwater lake some 13 miles long and 7 miles wide in the north of the country - and thus the 
same Sea on which Jesus had walked, and around which the Feeding of the Five Thousand had taken place. They had fished all night, but caught nothing; in the morning, Jesus is standing on the shore, but the fishermen do not recognise Him! The first observation I want to draw you r attention to is that the Risen  Lord, in these appearances, was not immediately recognisable; Mary did not recognise Him in the Garden, the two disciples walking to Emmaus did not recognise Him, and St.Luke tells us that when Jesus appeared to them in the shuttered room, they thought He was a ghost! It might be that they were still so shocked by the Crucifixion that they simply could not trust the evidence of their eyes, but I prefer to follow some of  St.Pauls' profound observation in his First Letter to the Christian Church at Corinth. He writes thus in the 15th. Chapter of his Letter to this Young Church (Read vv 35-38,42-44,48-54 - JBP) We might not recognise those who have died who we knew when they were alive immediately, because they will be the same yet not the same; but recognise them we will, just as the disciples recognised Jesus. John Oxenham put it like this in his poem Adieu - ' Since, though I am no more, I shall be waiting there to greet you at His Door'. The next thought is - the fish. Fish was part of the staple diet, and fishing an important sector of what we now call the economy -there was nothing unusual about fishing! Even in our day, I believe that fishing  is the most popular sport if we number those who participate. However, so great was the catch that the author even remembers how many were caught - 153. Perhaps this enormous haul is a representation of how our Heavenly Father is always ready to oversupply our needs in His generosity.( St.Luke Chap.6 v 38).  We similarly catch another glimpse of this generosity in the meal of bread and fish that Jesus prepares on the beach, reminding us of those earlier feedings to which I have referred already. God meets not just our  spiritual hunger but also our physical hunger. The truth is that we could' make poverty history' and feed the world if we were prepared to share the resources - as our faith commands (St.Luke Chap.3 vv 10-11), But fish have another Christian meaning, because it was one of the earliest Christian symbols, adopted because the initial letters in Greek of the word - ICTHUS - are the same as those for JESUS CHRIST SON OF GOD SAVIOUR - and if you look some Christians still have a representational symbol fish on their car boot. The meal over, our Gospel finishes a little early, because at the end this happens (Read vv 15-17). Now that he recognises Jesus, Simon Peter is given an authoritative command - to feed the flock. We recognise that this call is not just for Simon, but to us too. It is the call that challenges all Christians, to go out into our world to proclaim our faith, and to fight against all that is wrong. The appearances are the very ground of Christian belief and hope; they turned frightened followers into believers ready to give all for their belief, and on them rests our faith. Let us mark, read, learn and inwardly digest them. 
