SUNDAY 16TH JULY 2006 – PARISH COMMUNION. “KINGSHIP”.

This morning I’d like to talk about 3 kings.

 Firstly, David, musical, eloquent, generous, (mostly!), the warrior king, the great military and political figure in Israel’s biblical story, who gave the defeated and divided tribes of Israel unity under a single government, a strong capital in Jerusalem  and a holy city – holy because David brought the ark of the covenant there.     I’m sure you’ve seen the film “Raiders of the lost Ark”, so you all know what the ark looked like!!     It was Israel’s most precious possession, especially to religious traditionalists.     A copy of the Law was kept inside and it symbolised the presence of God to the extent that the Lord was believed to dwell where the ark of the covenant rested.     At  one time it had been in the hands of the Philistines and its return, seen as a sign of God’s favour resting on Israel and on David, was celebrated by music, dancing and much rejoicing.        David was undoubtedly an heroic figure but he was no plaster saint.     The bold and charismatic warrior declined into a rather pathetic old man, and the high promise of his reign descended into tragedy through the weaknesses of his character.     But he never lost sight of the place of Israel’s God in her past and her future as a nation.     He had been anointed by Samuel as king under God and, whatever other less worthy symbolism there may have been for him in bringing the ark to Jerusalem, there seems no doubt that David was a faithful believer and servant of YAHWEH, the one true God.     In the 1st book of Samuel we’re told that “the spirit of the Lord came upon David and was with him from that day onwards.” 

Then secondly, if we move forward 1,000 years or so from the reign of David, we come to a very different king, Herod Antipas.     The time lapse between these 2 rulers is similar in our history to that between the Norman Conquest and today.     I wonder what similarities could be found between David and William I?     By the time of Herod Antipas Israel’s glory days were long gone, as the country squirmed under the rule of Rome.     Herod was a king with very little power, but what power he had he guarded jealously.    He liked to keep in with the Romans and at the same time he wanted the Jews to think of him as their true king.     He was completing his father’s project of rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem, which had been associated with royalty since Solomon, David’s son, built the 1st Temple, and he didn’t like anyone or anything that threatened to rock his royal boat – which this new prophet, Jesus, seemed likely to do, as John the Baptist had done before him.

Apparently Herod had enjoyed listening to John, even though he found it disturbing and perplexing.    He even regarded John as a just and holy man.    He probably thought of himself as a good man, adhering to the letter of the religious Law as interpreted by the scribes and pharisees of the day but unlike David, who repented of his sins when called to account by God through Nathan the Prophet, it seems that Herod could not do the same when John was calling on the people of Israel to repent and be baptised.     Herod had no presence of the Lord in his life and no real sense of sin.     What governed his life was not God or his prophets but self-indulgence and fear.     David was self-indulgent too, but he feared God.     Herod apparently feared only his wife, and losing face in front of his court.

2 very different kings.       Then we turn to Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, and to the King of Kings.     “To you in David’s town this day, is born of David’s line, a Saviour who is Christ the Lord”  Jesus (the Messiah) who Paul describes as “seated at God’s right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, above every name that is named not only in this age, but also in the age to come, head over all things.”     This whole letter is concerned, firstly with God’s great plan to bring together everything in heaven and on earth, in Jesus Christ, and secondly, with an appeal to all God’s people, then and in the future, to live out the meaning of this plan for the unity of Mankind by following in the way of Christ.

David brought the tribes of Israel together under his leadership.      Under the headship of Christ, GOD wants to bring the whole of creation together.       In and through Jesus God has made a new covenant.     His presence is no longer confined to the ark, hidden away in the holy of holies in a temple but, through the Holy Spirit, is with us, in us, around us – in every place, available to every person.       It takes faith and courage to see the hand of God bringing situations and people together – such things don’t attract the media and reading, listening and watching what goes on in the world it is easy to think that, far from coming together, it is falling apart.         Well, Jesus told the disciples not to be afraid –if  they had trouble in the world he had overcome the world.      God is in control but we have to play our part.       We can only change things if the kingdom of God takes precedence over the kingdom of Self.     God has invited us to be as close to him as children, part of his kingdom and part of his great plan.       How can we help to further that plan?     What battles could we win?     Are there people or situations that we could help to “bring together” today?

