KCM 10am 30 July 2006

Readings: 2 Samuel 11:1-15; Ephesians 3:14-end; John 6:1-21

YOU’RE A CELEBRITY!

Hello! 

OK! Now. 

Heat. Closer. Here. Reveal. New! Star.

You just heard nine magazine titles. All of the same genre - celebrity magazines. They are a very recent phenomenon.

Hello! magazine began in 1988, OK! in 1993. The rest have appeared in the last ten years. One in eight of us buys them. Most of us have seen one. There can be very few who have no interest at all in the lives of the rich and famous.

For example, Bill Gates was for some months recently not the richest man in the world. He was overtaken by Ingvar Kamprad –who’s now in his 80s and lives in Switzerland. He started his company in Sweden at the age of 17. He named it after himself, Ingvar Kamprad; the house he grew up in, Elmtaryd; and the village where he lived, Agunnaryd. Ingvar Kamprad Elmtaryd Agunnaryd has become one of the most famous companies in the world – but by its initials – IKEA.

We might ask why this upsurge of interest in celebrities. But let’s not. Let’s use our imaginations. Imagine your genie has popped out of its bottle, and given you one wish. It can be for anything. Anything you can imagine. What will it be?

Do be careful. Wishes can be dangerous. A 60-year old couple were celebrating their ruby wedding. Each was given one wish. She wished sensibly but he (with a twinkle in his eye) wished that his wife were 30 years younger than him. Whoosh! His wish was granted. He found he was 92!

So what’s your wish? What do you desire more than anything else in the world? 

We may be uncomfortable with desire. Didn’t Eve “see that the tree was to be desired to make one wise”? Isn’t desire something to be kept under control? Certainly not to be let out in church? “We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts”?

An American author, John Eldredge, disagrees. He claims we have lost our hearts. We need to rediscover ourselves, to work out what we really want from life.

We even try to domesticate God - who created tigers and the Himalayas, the awesome energy locked up in an atom, and the sheer variety in the vastnesses of space. We try to cage Him into our doctrinal frameworks, our theological structures!

But he escapes. He doesn’t sing from our hymn sheet. God is wild, untameable, unpredictable. His love for us is passionate. He’ll do whatever it takes to win our hearts. He craves the very best for us. He created desire.

So where’s our passion – asks Eldredge? For many of us it’s buried under a mountain of duty – what we think we ought to be like. We need to find our hearts – and they’ll be where our treasure is. 

Where’s your treasure? What’s your deepest desire?

Who wants to be a millionaire? 

Why stop at a million? Wish for a million million. As the world’s first trillionaire you would have all that money can buy. What a lot of good you could do with wealth like that.

If you lived long enough. 

So is good health more important for you? Long life. Even to live for ever? Remember, you can wish for absolutely anything.

The lady I know best would like to travel back in time, actually to see the Tudors and the Victorians in their own world. Me? I’d like my very own Tardis - to see wonders now only glimpsed through telescopes.

What about quality of life? Would you want to be happy, say? Or artistic? A great musician? Even to bend it like Beckham?

King Solomon was granted one wish, and he asked for wisdom. God was so pleased with the choice He gave him everything else as well – riches, fame, celebrity status. Among his many wives were no fewer than 700 princesses!

Now there’s a possibility! Would your heart’s desire be tall, dark and handsome? Or the most beautiful girl in the world? If so, please go about things better than King David and Bathsheba!

You could use your wish for others. Ask for world peace. Or to make poverty history.

Or maybe ... you’d like to be a celebrity?

We’ve just read of one ... a miracle worker. He fed 5,000. He walked on water. He transported a boat instantly to land. The people were so impressed they wanted to “take him by force to make him king”.

He was ... is ... no ordinary celebrity. He shunned media attention. Let’s examine his credentials.

Was he rich, this one who said to the frightened disciples “It is I” or, in a telling alternative translation “I am”? 

“If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and all that is in it is mine”.

What about good health and eternal life?

“I am the Lord that heals you. I am the Resurrection and the Life.”

A time traveller?

“With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.”

Journeys to the stars?

“Where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there.”

Happy?

“Looking unto Jesus ... who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross.”

Relationships?

“God is love.”

Would he bring world peace? 

“He is the prince of peace.”

Jesus has it all. Jesus is it all. The most celebrated of all. The one whom kings worship. Son of God.

And all of that makes the Apostle Paul’s wish quite the most extraordinary ever recorded. His prayer for the Christians at Ephesus is one each of us can make – and this wish will come true.

Let’s hear it again – amplified to bring out the piling up of superlative on superlative in Paul’s original words.

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory 


he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being



[deep down, in the essence of who you are, in your soul]



with power through his Spirit, 



[literally with the Holy Spirit’s dynamite]

and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,


[Christ – the One who is the most celebrated of all - may settle down, make his home in your hearts]

as you are being rooted and grounded in love


[love - the ground of your being, the soil in which you grow, that supports you, that nourishes you]

I pray that you may have the power 

[here not dynamite – but the greatest possible strength]

to comprehend, with all the saints

[to grasp as your very own]

what is the breadth and length and height and depth and to know 


[to understand completely]

the love of Christ - that surpasses knowledge

[His love goes beyond knowledge – it’s the same root as hyperbole]

so that – wait for it 
you may be filled 
[up to the brim]      with all the fullness of God.

What a wish! All that God is, at the very core of who we are.

Now to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen

But there’s more! I missed out the most extraordinary words of all. They’re in the final doxology:++

Now to him –


who by the power at work within us






is able to accomplish







superabundantly

far more than we can ask – or imagine!

