EVENSONG – SUNDAY JUNE 11TH 2006 TRINITY SUNDAY

It has always seemed to me that the Christian doctrine of the Trinity is particularly likely to trap the unwary preacher.       It is a concept that is often either explained so simplistically that it never reaches beyond the surface of our understanding, or it is penetrated to such a depth that all, including the preacher, drown in an ocean of biblical texts and abstract theology.     I acknowledge the risk and my limitations!!

It is a profound and sacred mystery that God has chosen to reveal himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three persons in one God.     Nevertheless it was a, literally, vital part of the experience of the early church and we should explore it for our soul’s well-being because it is an expression of God’s desire, not to hide himself but rather to reveal himself more fully.     It is an invitation to us to come closer to the unseen God, to learn more of his nature and to build a relationship with him founded on love.     WE are not one-dimensional creatures.     We are body, mind and spirit and it is as such that we relate to the world around us, and to each other.     So it seems natural to reflect on the differing aspects of the one God in his ongoing relationship with his creation.     In purely human terms WE reveal different aspects of ourselves to different people, depending on our relationship with them – while remaining, hopefully, whole and integrated personalities.     But not only that.     Because we learn about people when we see them in relation to others as well as to ourselves, so also we can learn more of the nature of God by seeing him through the eyes of others, from Old Testament prophets, from the early church, from the lives of the saints and from our fellow Christians today.

Great minds from ancient times to the present have struggled to express their thoughts on the nature of God.     The OT reading from the book of the prophet Ezekial, may seem a bit strange – psychic experiences, visions and utterances that could easily be dismissed as fantastic or irrelevant.     What matters is whether anything of the nature and will of God is revealed to us through them?     I think they are.     Ezekial gives us an awesome picture of the majesty of God in all his glory, a picture that is picked up by the writer of the Book of Revelation.     This is the one, holy, righteous God, whom the people of Israel, however often they turned away from Him, came to recognise as Creator and Lord of all history – a belief that was unique among the then existing religions of the world.

This faith is what William Neil calls “the cradle of Christ” – the background for the supreme revelation of God, the incarnation, God taking human nature and form.     Not a different God; not another God, but the same; unique; God in Jesus Christ who said to his disciples “to have seen me is to have seen the Father”.     The Jews saw the utter holiness of God, worthy to be worshipped in awe and wonder – now that is expanded and developed.     The divine nature of God takes on the nature of our humanity, loving us, redeeming us, saying to anyone who will listen – “this is what love is really like, this is what I am like, this is what your relationship should be with me and with each other.”

Each of the 4 gospels give a slightly different picture of this through their portrayal of the life and teaching of Jesus, often symbolized in the days of the early church fathers, as the 4 creatures described in the reading from Revelation – Lion for St Matthew (Jesus as the Lion of Judah) Man for St Mark (nearest gospel to the human side of Jesus) Ox for St Luke (Jesus the willing sacrifice) and Eagle for St John (soaring to the greatest theological heights)

So, the majesty of God, the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ through the NT, but still God gives us more.     Jesus as Man was, as we are, subject to the laws of time and space.     After his resurrection and ascension Jesus the son was re-united with the Father, drawn back into the one-ness of God which was always his.     “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word WAS God…………..”

But his promise was that he would be with us for all time, that God would send his spirit to be our advocate to plead for us, to counsel and guide us; our comforter to ‘fortify’ us.     It is the spirit who can enlighten and interpret the scriptures for us, the spirit who can transform our stumbling prayers and guide our decisions.     The spirit is the invisible power and presence of God working in and through us, as it did in the first apostles; the spirit given by God, as Professor A.M. Hunter said “not so much to supply in his absence as to accomplish in his presence.”

Tom Wright describes Trinity Sunday as where we find ourselves after Pentecost when, having been swept off our feet by the rushing, mighty wind (were you?!!) we get up, dust ourselves down, and survey our new surroundings!     And what these new surroundings include is a call to us, firstly to enrich our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, to re-affirm our hope and to increase our love – because the Trinity is not a theory but a living and ongoing revelation of the nature and purposes of God that has been experienced from ancient times until now, by prophets, apostles and evangelists, by Christians then and now.     God, past, present and future, not only ‘out there’ but ‘in here.’     The God who can change mere existence into abundant life.     And secondly, (a call) to take on responsibility for passing on to others, as those before us have done, such understanding or revelation of the nature and presence of God “in all his ways” as we have been privileged to receive ourselves.

“Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and live and reign in the perfect unity of love.  Hold us firm in this faith, that we may know you in all your ways and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, who are three Persons yet one God, now the for ever. Amen.”

